DISARMAMENT AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY COMMITTEE- FACOLTA' DI LINGUE (UNIVERSITA' DI GENOVA) 

Topic 1- Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia.
A nuclear-weapon-free zone (NWFZ) is a specified region in which countries commit themselves not to manufacture, acquire, test, or possess nuclear weapons. The Treaty creating a zone free of nuclear weapons in Central Asia (CANWFZ) entered into force 21 March 2009. Five countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) are parties to the Treaty. The CANWFZ forbids the development, manufacture, stockpiling, acquisition or possession of any nuclear explosive device within the zone. These Central Asian countries accept enhanced IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency) safeguards on their nuclear material and activities. The Treaty also requires Parties to meet international standards regarding security of nuclear facilities - a move that could reduce the risk of nuclear terrorism or nuclear weapons smuggling of nuclear and radioactive materials in the region. There are three other active nuclear-weapon-free-zones covering Latin America and the Caribbean, the South Pacific, and Southeast Asia. There is also  a fifth zone, covering Africa, known as the Pelindaba Treaty, which is nearing entry into force.

LINKS

http://www.iaea.org/ 

http://asiaplus.tj/en/news/16/41976.html 

http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/260825,nuclear-free-zone-in-central-asia-enters-into-force-saturday.html  

Topic 2- Preventing and combating illicit brokering activities.
The international arms trade is becoming more global, differentiated and diverse. One of the consequences is the increasing reliance of arms buyers and sellers on specialized services from persons or companies that act as intermediaries to arrange arms transactions. Arms brokers are intermediaries who negotiate, in return for a commission or other material reward, gain or consideration, commercial and logistical arrangements to meet the requirements of buyers, sellers and other relevant actors, such as officials, financiers and transport agents, in order to facilitate the transfer of weapons and munitions. Evidence suggests that such activities by arms brokers are not covered in most national laws and regulations, so a legal definition of “arms brokering” and “illicit arms brokering” remains an aspiration rather than a reality for the majority of states. Nevertheless, in the emerging laws and literature, the term “illicit arms brokering” usually refers to those acts of mediation to arrange arms transfers whose intended recipients are groups, individuals or states that are prohibited by national or international law from possessing or acquiring such arms—for example, embargoed states, armed groups and criminal gangs, including those believed to engage in terrorist attacks.

The absence, in most countries, of effective laws and regulations to govern arms brokering has created a significant “grey area” in the international arms trade that encourages the proliferation and misuse of arms.
LINKS

http://www.ipb.org/Corruption%20in%20the%20Arms%20Trade%202007.pdf 

www.iansa.org/issues/documents/un_consultation_paper_on_brokering.doc 
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/files/portal/spotlight/brokering/brok.html  

Topic 3- Implementation of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (BTWC).
The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction (usually referred to as the Biological Weapons Convention, abbreviation: BWC, or Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, abbreviation: BTWC) was the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning the production of an entire category of weapons. The BWC was opened for signature on April 10, 1972 and entered into force March 26, 1975 when twenty-two governments had deposited their instruments of ratification. It currently commits the 162 states that are party to it to prohibit the development, production, and stockpiling of biological and toxin weapons. However, the absence of any formal verification regime to monitor compliance has limited the effectiveness of the Convention. The scope of the BWC’s prohibition is defined in Article 1 (the so-called general purpose criterion). This includes all microbial and other biological agents or toxins and their means of delivery (with exceptions for medical and defensive purposes in small quantities). Subsequent Review Conferences have reaffirmed that the general purpose criterion encompasses all future scientific and technological developments relevant to the Convention. 

LINKS

http://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/(httpPages)/04FBBDD6315AC720C1257180004B1B2F?OpenDocument 

http://www.opbw.org/convention/conv.html 

http://boudewijndejonge.googlepages.com/Institutional_governance_OPBW.pdf 

