ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL COMMITTEE- UNIVERSITY (GA 4th)
 
Topic 1 - The question of external debt afflicting several developing countries.
External debt (or foreign debt) is defined as the part of the total debt in a country that is owed to creditors outside the country. The debtors could be foreign governments, corporations or private households. Although the most debited countries are the United States and the European ones, the external debt has far more negative effects on the  undeveloped countries  because in most cases they have to refund amounts that are beyond the governments’ political ability to repay. This makes external debt as an unfavorable situation as  developed countries  are likely to lose the amount of money they lent, while undeveloped countries are unlikely to receive new funds for development projects and innovation. 
 
LINKS
http://imf.org/external/np/sta/ed/ed.htm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2079rank.html
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/eds/Eng/Guide/
 
Topic 2 - Effectively implementing the “United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification”.
Desertification is a serious problem for many countries and regions of the world, as it implies economic, social and environmental troubles. This issue has been on the UN agenda since the seventies but an effective convention to fight desertification was approved only in 1994 and entered into force in 1996. However, it still remains a simple declaration of intents as little efforts have been made since then. Now, it is time to move from intergovernmental meetings and conferences to concrete actions in order to tackle desertification.
LINKS
http://www.unccd.int/main.php
http://www.iydd.org/
 
Topic 3 - Adopting specific actions in order to improve the economic conditions of landlocked developing countries.
A landlocked country is defined as one enclosed by land. Currently, there are 44 landlocked countries in the world, mostly in Africa (15) and Asia (12, but 2 of them have access to the Caspian sea).  Throughout history, such conditions implied a lower economic development and still nowadays most of the least developed countries in the world are landlocked. The United Nations have started a program to assist these countries, giving full responsibilities on the matter to an Under-Secretary General, but yet no relevant actions have been implemented.    
LINKS
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:21805006~pagePK:64257043~piPK:437376~theSitePK:4607,00.html
http://www.unohrlls.org/en/ldc/25/
http://www.unohrlls.org/en/ldc/related/62/
