Forum: Economic and Social Council Question: Worldwide fresh water supply

Main Submitter: Norway

Main Co-Submitters: Belarus, Poland, Philippines, Kazakhstan

Co-Submitters: South Korea, Indonesia, Moldova, Portugal, Morocco,, St Lucia, Pakistan, Niger, New Zealand, Estonia, El Salvador, Congo, Sudan, Russia, Uruguay, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Netherlands, China, Guinea Bissau, Algeria, India, Romania, Barbados

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC):

Bearing in mind that water is a fundamental component of all living organisms,

Knowing that 97.5% of all water on Earth is salt water, leaving only 2.5% as fresh water, 

Taking into account that it takes 2,700 litres of fresh water to produce an average sized cotton t-shirt, that 13,000 litres of water are needed to produce 1 kg of beef and 1,230 litres are required to produce 0,25 kg cheese,

Alarmed by global warming, which is rapidly melting glaciers and polar ice caps, where a considerable part of fresh water is found,

Fully aware that 95 percent of the world’s cities continue to dump raw sewage and toxic products into rivers and other freshwater supplies, making them unsafe for human consumption, 

Keeping in mind that people waste fresh water during their simple daily actions,

Alarmed by the rising number of conflicts caused by water shortage in all parts of the world,

 1. Invites the governments of the Member States of the UN to sensitize their citizens to this question in order to increase the awareness through: 

a. Public surveys & Campaigns;

b. Billboards & Posters;

c. Magazine Ad's;

d. Television Commercials;

e. Brochures and scholastic activities;
2. Requests the increase in funds for research programs namely those focusing on: 

a. rapidly improving systems for seawater desalination;                                                                   

b. installing local water supplies (such as wells in LEDC's – Less Economically Developed Countries);

c. building tanks to collect rainwater;

3.Encourages all nations to share with the other states every possible technical progress concerning the desalination processes;

4.Urges every nation:
a. to use seawater and rainwater instead of freshwater for civilian non-drinking uses, especially for   water used in:
          i. recreational uses (as water parks);

          ii. fire extinguishing operations;

          iii. irrigation and agricultural needs;

b. to try to increase the use of seawater and rainwater in industrial uses, since this measure is applied   

only minimally;                                                                                                                                                                                c. to have well-known scientists to observe the whole purification and sterilization process in order to obtain a reliable freshwater supply that is ready to be used by people. 

d. to express support for the idea of placing filters in underground water supply pipes in order to obtain 100% clear water supply;

e. to train workers how to work on high-tech machines for proper sterilization and purification water;

5.Suggests the creation of a new commission with the aim of preventing industrial cities from polluting fresh water (IOWRA: International Organization For Water Resources Administration):
a. that will meet at least twice a year and in any emergency situation; 

b. composed by members from every nation of the UN and water pollution specialists;

c. having the purpose of installing rules and laws to make sure that toxic substances and other obnoxious products are not disposed of in fresh water areas,

d. quickly identify the industries producing the most water pollution;    

e. having agents do regular checks on industrial plants to see if said rules and laws are respected.

f. implementing fines as consequences to the non-respect of these rules and laws.

g. that will keep an updated database through an interactive map of world water resources in order to better distribute them,

h. that will test the quality of fresh water frequently
6.Requests that all projects be monitored by the IOWRA which will:

a. Approve plans submitted by the participating countries,

b. Certify the cost of plans and infrastructures,

c. Assure time schedules be respected,

d. Supervise the reinvestment of benefits to extend the number of fresh water users,

e. Sanction countries which do not comply with the approved programmes.

