Forum: Economic and Financial Committee - University GA 4th
Question Of : Effectively implementing the “United Nation Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification”

Main Submitter: Afghanistan

Co-Submitters: Mauritania, Israel, China
THE ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL COMMITTEE,

Noting that desertification is a phenomenon of soil degradation of arid, semiarid and sub humid areas, resulting from various factors, including climate change and human activities,
Deeply stating that desertification is one of the first phenomena of environmental degradation worldwide to be recognized and the formalization of this award took place at the United Nations Conference on Desertification, held in Nairobi in 1977,
Being aware of: the over-exploitation of rangelands; the lands that are not left to "rest" and gradually lose their fertility and may be susceptible to erosion; the indiscriminate killing of forest cover or the mismanagement of irrigation systems, which in many regions is due to the salinization of soils , are the major causes of desertification,
Noting that the human interventions on the environment  have played a dramatic role on  the desertification of some areas, the phenomenon of salinization of soils should be  considered as a  "disaster" caused by the poor management of irrigation systems, affecting a fifth of agricultural land in Australia and the United States, one third of agricultural land in Egypt, Pakistan and Syria, and half of agricultural land in Iraq,
Being informed about  the international community policy that has long recognized desertification as a major economic, social and environmental problem  in various countries of the world,
Believing that according to the CBD (Convention on Biological Diversity), the ecosystem services are considered as essential to the life of a community, both in industrialized countries and perhaps even more so in developing countries,
1. Urges a more rational use of soil and rangelands according to a national governmental plan in order  to  let the soil rest from farming activities in regions where it is possible;
2. Invites all UN members, in particular countries affected by desertification, not to continue in their deforestation projects, but instead  they had better start organizing innovative and more environmentally friendly plans;
3. Suggests the countries involved with droughts to follow turns in the pasture of their cattle and herds as long as they are able to in order to fight the land degradation;
4. Proposes that  the countries affected by desertification should not process  their rangelands by mechanical machinery too deeply or too frequently, so as not to cause the loss of land’s fertility;
5. Urges the United Nations Environmental Committee to look into the possiblities of arranging annual conferences, on an international scale, dedicated specifically, with involvement of academia and concerning parties, to the discussion of global policies to combat the problems of drought and desertification;

6. Proposes the discussion of  channeling of financial resources, possibly from the United Nations annual budget, to fund ecological and environmental campaigns;
7. Urges to develop a rigorous, science-based framework to monitor and assess desertification, land degradation and drought (DLDD). Monitoring and assessment should address not only the degradation of land, but land recovery and its continued healthy functioning through Service Lifecycle Management (SLM) practices as well;
8. Proposes the More Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs) to improve low-cost technologies for irrigation system with necessary assistance by establishing a special international fund under control of United Nation Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) with regard to the explicit objective to change the irrigation systems to ones that drip water directly onto plants from the sprinklers taking intensive crops, desalination into consideration.
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