Topic: Protecting ethnic minorities with a special focus on preserving their cultural identity 

Submitter: Afghanistan

Co-Submitters: Nepal, Sweden, Canada, Italy, Algeria, Tunisia, Nambia, Denmark, Estonia, Belgium, India, Sri Lanka, Uruguay, Costa Rica, Iran, Colombia, Slovakia, Sierra Leone, Malta, Human Rights Watch, Cyprus, Paraguay, Uganda, Russian Federation, Panama, North Korea, Azerbaijan, Slovakia, Columbia, Syria, Senegal

Defining the preservation of the cultural identity as understanding of the individual as a coherent whole subject to a collection of various cultural identifiers. These cultural identifiers examine the condition of the subject from a variety of aspects including: place, gender, race, history, nationality, language, sexual orientation, religious beliefs, ethnicity and aesthetics.

Further defining as the whole complex distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual, physical and emotional features that characterize a society or social group. It includes not only arts and letters, but also modes of life, the fundamental rights of the human being, value systems, tradition and beliefs.

Guided by the prime aim of institutionalizing peace by promoting cooperative and good relations ion the basis of equality

Pointing out  that the adoption of a Council Framework Decision on Combatting Racism and Xenophobia, which would establish a framework for punishing racist/xenophobiac motivation as an aggravating circumstance for determining enhanced sentencing, has been delayed due to wrangling at the member-state level.

Taking into account European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia has pointed out that official data collection on racist violence in 15 of the EU;s old member states is either non-existent or ineffectual and needs further development and that member states are not aware of the degree to which ethnic minorities are being targeted.

Aware of the protection and preservation of the diverse cultures of the world is one of the foundations on which the United Nations was built,

Observing that there have been reports of an increase in racial violence, particularly of serious attacts and hate crimes due to discrimination.

Pointing out the importance establishing co-operative and cordial environment based on the basis that all humans are born equal and stand equal before the law and are entitled to rights and freedom with any form of discrimination, among them are ethnic minorities.

1. Advocates all member states to grant, within their respective legal and constitutional procedures, security against acts of odium, discrimination, oppression and terrorization resulting from disparagement and unwarranted vilification of all religious sects, and provocation to religious prejudice, and to promote tolerance and respect for all religions, beliefs, cultural institutions and praxis through the medium of:

a. To institute educational programs, as appropriate, in the school curriculum that ameliorate the general public about the equal rights of ethnic minorities, civic responsibilities, promote tolerance and counter negative societal dogma that encourage discriminatory and disseminating practices, ensuring that in places where minorities are prevented from joining, or compelled to join any:

i. Political parties

ii. Societies

iii. Political and/or craft associations

iv. Religious majorities

b. Investing in health and literacy programs and social support mechanisms to educate the general public to exercise tolerance and acceptance with those whom are generally labeled “other”;

2. Invites member states to attach greater importance to the improvement of the situation of ethnic minorities in their national development strategies, paying special attention to both their strategic and cultural security, by, inter alia:

a. Incorporating the interests of such ethnic minorities into national development policies and programs, in particular placing higher priority on budgetary allocation related to the interests of furthering the interests and welfare of ethnic minorities

b. Strengthening national set of procedures and thereby establishing organizational alliances among governmental bodies in various divisions and NGO’s that are concerned with the wellbeing and preservation of ethnic minorities

c. Increasing the participation and representation of ethnic minorities in decision making processes in order to integrate these into society and provide them with equal representation and access in all fields of each member states judicial and legislative branches

3. Calls upon all member states to, in all efforts, ensure that all religious places, sites, shrines, symbols, temples, mosques inter alia are fully respected and protected in accordance with national laws and in complete accordance with international human rights and humanitarian laws, and where necessary in cases where they are subject to desecration or destruction additional measures are taken to ensure their fortification;

4. Encourages all states where ethnic minorities are maltreated to:

a. Promote and protect the rights of ethnic minorities to associate freely, express their views publically within the national laws and constitutions, and petition and participate in their government at all levels, including in the creation and implementation of government policy on par with all other ethnicities and cultural majorities

b. Eliminate laws, regulations and practices that in a discriminatory manner prevent or restrict ethnic minorities in

i. The political process

ii. Access to education

iii. Establishing their own especial schools

iv. Teaching in their own ethnic languages

v. Carrying out their own religious ceremonies and rites

And to implement positive measures that would accelerate the achievement of equality between all ethnicities;

5. Calls for strengthening international efforts to foster a global dialogue for the promotion of a culture of tolerance and peace at all levels, based on respect for human rights and diversity of religions and beliefs, and urges States, non-governmental organizations, religious leaders as well as the print and electronic media to support and foster such a dialogue;

6. Requests that all member states monitor and endeavor to eliminate contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and to report on all signs of defamation of religions, and in particular on the serious implications of the widespread Islamophobia in the media both on a national and international scale;

7. Emphasizes the immediate need for critical awareness of ethnic minorities contribution to the development of their nation’s economic and eclectically cultural diversity, in order to make sure that the needs and rights of ethnic minorities are given full access to their rights so as to promote their individual communal and overall
8. Further recommends education for ethnic minorities in their mother tongue by either establishing

a. Special schools that teach in such

b. Secondary language subjects

