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Observing the figures given by the World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) and World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) there is a potential increase number of worldwide tourists after the slight decline of 7% last year,

Emphasizing that not only does uncontrolled tourism cause degradation of the natural environment, but that environmental degradation also threatens the future of tourism,

Affirming that the expected growth in the tourism sector ad the increasing reliance of the Mediterranean countries highlights the need to pay special attention to the relationship between environmental conservation and protection and sustainable tourism, 

Recognising  the goal of the UN in protecting the environment through regulation and co-operation through all member states, and that the Mediterranean Conference shares jurisdiction of the region and thus must all contribute towards these measures,

1. Requests that all members of the Mediterranean Conference become active in the reforestation process which entails:

a) fining illegal deforestation with higher penalties for recurring infractions

b) demanding that each region meets a quota of newly planted trees (appropriate to the region) which equates to a 10% increase annually to be effective by 2011

c) stating that for public property the program will have to be developed by the local tourism organisations and for private land the owner will receive a tax deduction plan as an incentive

d) Allow UN funding to start eco-friendly, eco-sustainable tourism programs)

e)Acknowledging reached quotas locally as well as internationally to give incentives to fulfill and improve old quotas

2.Calls upon the signatory governments of agenda 21 to enforce its laws and regulations and encourages the rest of the nations to promote eco-sustainable tourism by signing the agenda and

a) Encourages the other present delegations to join Agenda 21

3.Strongly Urges all signatory governments of agenda 21 to reduce the negative impact of development, urbanisation and tourist infrastructure on coastlines by

a)Identifying the most prominent sites such as wetlands, dunes, and so forth and implementing measures that ensure their protection e.g. creating natural reserves or land agencies for procurement wherever possible

b)Eliminate subsidies as much as possible since they have the effect of promoting pollution or poor environmental practice 

c)Infringing special laws to underwater activities and boating since it is a serious factor of polluting major MEDC environments

4.Suggests UNEST, a new committee be formed to research and analyse the outcomes of ecotourism which would encourage other countries in the region to support it. The committee will use the data and operate to:

a) encourage governments to implement eco-friendly advertisement as this would encourage people to also support it

b) create more profitable solutions can be adapted without much expenditure

c) create a protocol by which signatory countries will be bound to give fines to touristic sites that damage the environment to penalise unsustainable tourism and proposes to use the money derived from sanctions to support eco-tourism

d) co-ordinate international efforts to promote eco-tourism 

 5.Encourages the creation of government associated ecological associations to 

a)Implement a tax rebate system for usage of certain ecologically sustainable aspects in hotels and other tourism related businesses

b)Allow governmental grants to be given to start an ecologically sustainable tourism related business

c)Promote eco-tourism abroad as part of national tourism promotions especially in tourism offices and travel agencies.

6.Urges Mediterranean countries governments' Ministry of Tourism that

a) tourism:

i) respects the cultural heritage and follows established guidelines or a code of behavior promoting the protection of the environment for visits to culturally or historically sensitive sites

ii) contributes to the protection of local historical, archaeological, cultural and spiritual properties and sites,

b) tourism business uses elements of local art, architecture or cultural heritage in its operations and respects the intellectual property rights of local communities 

5. Requests the UNEST to set up a global campaign that raises global awareness by:

a) making eco-sustainable tourism more attractive and preferable, in the eyes of tourists

b) informing tourists and tourist facilities about waste minimization, re-use, recovery and recycling by:

  

 i) advertisements on billboards

    

ii) commercials on national channels

iii) giving out booklets that would be created by the   governments' Ministry of Tourism

c) providing information to tourists explaining the appropriate behaviours required when visiting certain natural sites

