SPECIAL DECOLONIZATION AND POLITICAL COMMITTEE-UNIVERSITY (GA 4th) 
 
Topic 1- The issue over duties and rights of Russian populations living in Estonia and Latvia, with a particular focus on the bilateral relations between the two Baltic countries and the Russian Federation
Estonia and Latvia became independent countries when the USSR was dissolved in 1991. However, a great problem aroused altogether with the new political situation: during the soviet period, thousands of citizens from other parts of the Federation (mainly from Russia) had been moved to the Baltic Republics, sometimes even by strength. Since the independence, the new governments have refused to recognize the citizenship to those people unless they swear loyalty to the flag, the constitution and do the military service. Following this situation, several diplomatic crises have aroused in the region for different reasons (mainly between Estonia and the Russian Federation). It is clear that the only possible way to improve the political relations in the region is to find a final solution to the issue of citizenship of these populations.   
LINKS
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Russians_in_Estonia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Russians_in_Latvia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltic_Russians
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estonia-Russia_relations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_relations_of_Latvia
 
Topic 2- Seeking a political solution concerning the question of independence of Western Sahara
Western Sahara was ruled by Spain till Franco’s death in 1975 and then was occupied by Morocco and Mauritania (which withdrew its troops a few years after the occupation). However, the region has been claimed by the independentist movement Polisario (backed by Algeria) since the fifties. In the last decades, several UN actions have been made in order to find an agreement accepted by all parts but none of these actions eventually succeeded. The committee should find a durable solution in order to grant the right of independence to the local inhabitants and to maintain peace and stability in the area.
 
LINKS
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/wi.html
http://www.minurso.unlb.org/
http://www.un.org/depts/dpko/missions/minurso/reports.html
 
Topic 3- Finding new roles to the Trusteeship Council after the de-facto conclusion of the decolonization process.
The main aim of the Trusteeship Council, as described by the Chapter 13 of the UN Charter, is to supervise the decolonization process in those territories ruled by a Trusteeship Administration. However, after the independence of Palau in 1994, all of them have reached a full sovereignty. Nowadays, the Trusteeship Council still exists but it has no missions to accomplish. In the last years, several proposals have been made in order to give a new role to the body, but all of them eventually failed. The Committee should find an agreement in order to provide again the Trusteeship Council with effective powers. 
LINKS
http://www.un.org/en/mainbodies/trusteeship/index.shtml
http://www.unissues.org/trusteeship_council.html
