MEDITERRANEAN CONFERENCE (MedCon)
Topic 1- Fighting smuggling in the Mediterranean region.
Smuggling, also known as trafficking, is the clandestine transportation of goods or people past a point where prohibited in violation of applicable laws or other regulations. There are different reasons to smuggle. These include the participation in illegal trade, such as drugs, illegal immigration or emigration, tax evasion. Strengthening the fight against smugglers in the Mediterranean region was the purpose of an international conference in Tangiers (Morocco) in 2008. Legitimate trade must not be disadvantaged by fraudulent or irregular practices or international fraud schemes. Such fraudulent practices could also lead to financial losses for the European countries or constitute a threat for public health or safety. 

Trafficking in human beings is a modern slave trade. The root causes of trafficking in human beings include poverty, unemployment, lack of education and lack of resources.  The main organizers of the recruitment and transportation of the victims are criminal groups. Recruitment takes place in the country of origin, including countries in the Balkans, the Baltic States and Eastern Europe, Russia, Sub-Saharan Africa, South America and South East Asia. The methods by which illegal migrants are smuggled vary. The price to be smuggled changes according to the services proposed by the illegal organizations that could be imagined as a sort of travel agencies. These organized crime groups propose alternative options at different prices to reach at the final destination.

LINKS

http://www.webasa.org/Pubblicazioni/Sarrica_2005_3.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud/press_room/other/2008/13sl.pdf 

http://www.a24media.com/downloads/pdf/scripts/english/en_the_meditarranean_human_smuggling_boom.pdf 

http://www.bi-me.com/main.php?id=26872&t=1  

Topic 2-Preventing illegal African immigration toward Europe.
Illegal immigration is immigration across national borders in a way that violates the immigration laws of the destination country. Migration within the Mediterranean region is a long-established phenomenon with deep historical and socio-political causes and implications. Beside that, migrants across the Mediterranean region fit a variety of profiles. A mix of policy, legal, and operational tools is required to address the migration challenge. The goal is not to eliminate migration, but rather to control it. Some measures  have been proposed to fight illegal immigration: cooperation with African countries; work with African countries to improve migrant repatriation; tackling illegal employment; focus on migration management as part of developmental and state-building assistance. For a variety of reasons, migration can be seen as having positive effects on both the recipient country and the country of origin of the migrant. The southern Mediterranean area provides Europe with a large and mobile workforce willing to cover open labour niches and offset demographic imbalances. Another important opportunity linked to migration in the Mediterranean region is the strong impact that immigrant workers have on their home country economies. 

LINKS
http://www.nato-pa.int/default.asp?SHORTCUT=1858 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/06/296
www.eurunion.org/news/eunewsletters/.../EUFocus-Immigrat-9-08.pdf  
www.cer.org.uk/pdf/briefing_813.pdf   

Topic 3- Implementing regulations to promote eco-sustainable tourism.
The global market for tourism is expected to continue to grow over the next decades and the Mediterranean region is one of the world’s primary tourist destinations. All activities related to tourism must be eco-sustainable and respect the environment, the local and global economies, the social aspects of individual communities, and cultural identity. Tourism must consider its own impacts on the cultural heritage and on the traditional activities of the communities it affects. Tourism can strengthen national, regional and local economies, by employing local human and material resources. Any policy or project that aims to develop sustainable tourism must improve the quality of life of host populations, and must have a positive effect on cultural identities. Some of the measures proposed to promote eco-sustainable tourism are: reducing the negative impact of development, urbanization and tourist infrastructures on coastlines; reducing consumption of natural resources and the pollution caused by tourist accommodation and activities; controlling the development of tourist leisure activities affecting the environment; developing a Mediterranean cooperation; promoting the diversification of tourism to protect the environment. 

LINKS

http://www.sustainabletourismcriteria.org/ 

http://www.eco-tip.org/Sus_tourism/sustainable.htm 

http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/icftu2.pdf 

http://www.univeur.org/CMS/UserFiles/76.%20Mediterranean.PDF
