FORUM: Human Rights Committee

QUESTION OF: Ethical Principles and Human Rights Linked to the Issue of Bioethics 

SUBMITTER: Belgium

CO-SUBMITTER: Macedonia, Croatia, Chad, Italy, Mauritania, Macedonia, Ukraine, Montenegro, Latvia, Moldova, Kuwait, Bhutan, Myanmar, Bolivia, United Arab Emirates, El Salvador, Guyana, Albania, Afghanistan, Ecuador, North Korea (DPRK), Republic of Congo, Denmark, Bulgaria, Finland 
Deeply concerned that the issue of Bioethics deals with a vast number of medical and biological developments, 
Acknowledging that the issue of  Bioethics is relatively new development and, therefore, lacks the policies to control its growth and misuse,

Realizing that Bioethics became an issue of wider public importance during the Second World War with the start of the Nuremberg World Crime trials,

Taking into account that Nuremberg code is accredited with helping begin the regulation and oversight of the bioethics industry,

Noting with appreciation the further attempts at legislation that have been created to prevent the misuse within the Bioethics industry, 

Concerned that the industries involved are currently allowed to set their own standards and regulate themselves,

Deeply regretting that many countries have differing  views on the ethics of the medical industry and favor very different types of regulation, 

Understanding that religious and cultural differences will play a role in how a country supports or opposes Bioethics regulation,

Realising  that complete compliance with international Bioethics laws will require compromises on all sides,

1. Recommends the education of government officials internationally about the issues at hand;

2. Urges that individual governments will demand compliance of enacted laws from large industries, 
a) failure to comply will result in the stoppage of any federally sanctioned funds or services to that company until they do comply;

3. Supports the convening of an international assembly on a regular basis to discuss the misuse that is happening within the industry and discuss the creation of all global Bioethics legislation;

4. Strongly encourages the creation of an international Code of Bioethics Conduct that outlines offenses for which persons within any related industry can be found guilty, so that: 

a) Codes would be drafted and passed into law by the above stated international assembly, 

b) Individual countries are not limited to the restrictions laid out in the Code of Bioethics Conduct and may enact additional regulation, 
i) countries that enact additional legislation are still required to comply with the laws of the international code;
5. Requires that those persons found guilty of misconduct under the Code of Bioethics Conduct are brought before the international assembly, 

a) if guilty, these persons will be penalized as outlined by the Code of the specific punishment of the country in which the misuse was committed;
6. Further encourages the creation of regional governing assemblies to discuss the issues of  Bioethics, 

a) once established these regional assemblies have the power to submit legislation to the international assembly for consideration, 

b) these regional assemblies only have the power to enact laws that govern the countries represented within that assembly,

c) regional assemblies may convene as often as possible, be required to meet at least once a year;

7. Encourages assemblies to assess issues of Bioethics without biased views, towards religion or social standing;

8. Recommends that countries fully against the use of stem-cell research to open to research through alternative means, including the not limited to the use of bone-marrow cells, fat cell and tooth pulp, which do not conflict with human ethics and rights           

