FORUM: Human Rights Committee

QUESTION OF:  Guaranteeing the right of education to children to reintegrate those associated     with groups and/or armed forces  

MAIN SUBMITTER: Syria 

CO-SUBMITTERS: Qatar, Nepal, Malaysia, Czech Republic, Benin, Niger, UNICEF, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Nigeria, Gibraltar, El Salvador, Ecuador, India, Portugal, Lithuania, Peru, Lebanon, Greece, Barbados, Saint Lucia, Lichtenstein, Monaco, Kuwait, Bulgaria, Denmark, Myanmar, Slovenia, Republic of Congo, Poland

Fully alarmed by the use of the children in armed forces and/or armed groups,

Noting with regret, that the use of child soldiers is increasing,

Convinced that the use of the children in armed forces and/or armed groups is widespread,
Considering the importance of monitoring the phenomenon,

Bearing in mind that:“The recruitment of children- girls and boys under the age of 18- and their use in hostilities by both armed forces and armed groups is illegal and the recruitment and use of children under 15 is a war of crime” (Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)),

Recalling the article 39 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child: “States Parties hall take all appropriate measures to promote physical and psychological  recovery and social reintegration of a child victim of: any form of neglect, exploitation, or abuse; torture of any other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; or arm conflicts,

Recognizing the great difficulty of the reintegration of the children,

Pointing out that resolving children’s problems should be a priority of our society,

Deeply conscious of the young mothers’ particular needs,

Taking note with appreciation of the importance of the objectives aiming to child-protection in the 2005 World Summit,

Recalling the 26th  article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that states that everyone has the right of education,

Remembering the 2nd Millennium Goal that proposes that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary schooling,
Contemplating also the 4th  article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights stating that no one can be submitted to tortures and that all forms of slavery are not allowed,

Bearing to mind the 4th Millennium Goal that aims to reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among children under five,

Inviting the member states to offer education, and a promotion of human rights and of a culture of peace,

1. Invites the governments of the Member States of the UN:

a) to apply the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child stating that:”The recruitment of children- girl and boys under the age of 18- and their use in hostilities by both armed forces and armed groups is illegal and the recruitment and use of children under 15 is a war of crime” (Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)),

b) to do everything possible in order to resolve this problem;

2. Asks to institute one Special Rapporteur “For the demobilisation and reintegration of the child soldiers” in order to:

            a) monitor the global situation in a more accurate way

            b) report the situation to the General Assembly;

3. Suggest to the Member states to:

            a) identify the possible presence of the problem in their territories,

            b) Report the problem to the Special Rapporteur “ for the demobilisation and reintegration of the child soldiers;

4. Proposes to submit the evaluation of the child recruitment into armed forces and/or armend groups, to the International Criminal Court of the UN;

5. Stresses the importance of collocating the demobilized children in structures of Primary Housing (Transit Camps) that:

a) have to be specifics for children (separated from the adults structures)

b) have to guarantee the distinction between boys and girls, 

c) have to safeguard the girls with special measures,

d) have to provide immediate medical assistance to the children in collaboration with NGOs,

e) have to gather information about the children’s family situation in order to facilitate their reintegration in the society,

f) have to be connected with the structure that will receive the children after the short as possible stay in the Primary Housing:

6. Asks to institute Redevelopment Centres that: 

a) have to be specific for children (separated from the adults structures)

b) have to guarantee the distinction between boys and girls, 

c) have to safeguard the girls with special measures,

d) have to be located as close as possible to the children’s cultural background,
e) have to provide adequate medical assistance for the children’s needs,

f) have to provide adequate psychological assistance for the children’s needs;

7. Establishes that in the Redevelopment Centres has to be given an education aiming to:

a) Assure a basic literacy,

b) Ensure the acquisition  of practical skills,

c) Guarantee an equal treatment between boys and girls,

d) Provide the children with basic sanitary knowledge (personal hygiene, diseases…),

e) Achieve better social integration in the origin environment:

8. Proposes that the effective reintegration should respect these points: 

a) the location should be preferably in the same centre where the redevelopment of the child soldier effected,

b) the staff should be the same that attended the child soldier during the redevelopment,

c) the reintegration process should respect the child’s ability to relate positively in the social context,

d) the staff should ascertain of the success of the program during and after the phase of reintegration;

9. Warns of the risks of creating an excessive discrepancy between the child and the society where he is going to be reintegrated, for what concerns especially culture, education and economical level;

10.  Recommends wisely chosen staff to be involved in all the phases of the whole demobilization and reintegration process, 

11.   Requests a particular medical, psychological and educational attention for the girls and the    young mothers in all the phases of the process;
12.  Advises to create a trust fund to support the above structures;

13.  Proposes that the trust fund is to be financed by the UNF;

14.  Advises to put the trust fund under the control of the Secretary General;

15.  Requests the collaboration of the involved governments in regards to support this fund;

16.  Encourages international donors to collect funds to help the development of such demobilization and reintegration schemes;

17.  Decides to include the provisional agenda of its next session an item entitled “the right of education to children to reintegrate those associated with groups and/or armed forces”.

