FORUM: Human Rights Committee

QUESTION OF: Prevent and Treatment of HIV  infection with a special focus on its social impact

MAIN SUBMITTER: Bhutan

CO-SUBMITTERS: Albania, Sweden, Russian Federation, Montenegro, Moldova, Macedonia, Guyana, Croatia, Israel, India, El Salvador, Ecuador, Malaysia, Niger, Czech Republic, Brazil, France, Angola, Nicaragua, Ukraine, Cambodia, USA, Ivory Coast, Australia, Luxembourg, Bolivia, United Arab Emirates, Republic of Congo, Iraq, Belarus, Finland, Bulgaria, Kuwait, Denmark, Guinea, Poland, Guatemala, South Africa, DR Congo, Jamaica, Cape Verde, Pakistan, Myanmar, Venezuela.

Surprised at the alarming rate at which HIV has spread in 20 years to become a worldwide pandemic,
Recalling  the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which states in article 25 section 1, “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social service, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control”,

Alarmed at the growing number of the persons affected world wide by HIV, considering in 2005 alone there were an estimated 2.3 million victims,

Taking  in consideration the many different forms of prevention and testing that are present, but few persons use properly,

Devastated about the negative social impacts and discrimination HIV has on its victims, causing some forms of depression,

1. Endorses countries to implement training programs with government paid  psychologists, police officers, doctors and health care workers to increase awareness about:
a) spread of HIV/AIDS ,

b) social issues that those infected with HIV have to deal with, 

c) how to treat and reintegrate HIV infected persons back into society

2. Stresses the need for countries to increase confidential and voluntary counselling, testing and health care to HIV infected persons 

3. Requests voluntary education to people in the work place for the purpose of  dispelling common misconceptions about HIV/AIDS, as well as education on discrimination towards persons infected with HIV/AIDS 

4. Supports current researchers to continue their efforts in order to find a cure and a sure way of prevention by:
a) making generic medications so it will be more reasonably priced for majority of the population suffering from HIV,

b) encouraging major corporation to work in cooperation to find a cure more quickly so the virus does not spread further,
5. Promotes the establishment of health care facilities throughout the areas with higher HIV concentration in order to reach those in greatest need of treatment, as well as to improve testing standards with help from  NGOs focused on development and economy;

6. Stresses the need for the education of people worldwide on the topic of  HIV/AIDS in order to:

a) increase worldwide knowledge on how the virus is spread and ways to prevent its contraction 

b) make the public aware of the risks involved with the contraction of the virus

c) put to rest  any misconceptions or “wives tales” pertaining to the cure or contraction of the virus;

7. Persuades the governments to create internship programs within their countries working through local business to provide jobs for HIV victims in order to keep them involved in the community and subject them to discrimination;

8. Encourages inheritance laws to be established which will not discriminate against children who have lost parents due to the HIV epidemic as these laws will:

a) provide a source of protection for children with out car givers 

b) send the children to foster care or institutions according to the child’s needs,

c) educates children about the seriousness of the epidemic and ensure the child’s protection;

9. Expresses its hope that nations will ensure that any mandatory test results are confidential, keep HIV statuses confidential, protect against discrimination when people seek care, ensure people will not be imprisoned or isolated because of HIV/AIDS and have equal access to health care services;

10. Proposes a biannual conference among G-8 nations to discuss progress in research, offer used equipment to lesser developed nations and assemble the information in advancements for the international community;

11. Encourages people worldwide to utilize current forms of HIV/AIDS testing that are offered in health clinics and hospitals in order to:

a) decrease the number of new infections that occur daily due to partners being unaware they are infected with HIV,

b) decrease the number of  victims that discover they have HIV/AIDS virus only after learning it is too far advanced for treatment to be beneficial.        
