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Forum: Disarmament and International Security Committee 

Question of: Subsequent possession and proliferation of small arms and light weapons

                     (SALW) in the African Countries 

Main Submitter: Australia

Co-Submitter: Algeria

Eritrea, Somalia, Slovenia, Czech Republic, Canada, India Venezuela, Congo, Ethiopia, Sweden, Peru, Nigeria, United Arab Emirates, USA, Lithuania, Sudan, Iraq, Afghanistan, Denmark, Republic of Korea, Phillipines, Bahrain, Romania, Paraguay, Indonesia, China, Vietnam

The Disarmament and International Security Committee,

Fully aware that 500 million small arms and light weapons in circulation world-wide, 100 million are found in Africa. Because these weapons are easy to use, conceal and maintain, they have been the weapons of choice in many of the conflicts in Africa,

Noting that the illicit arms brokers exploit the United Nation’s attempts to impose sanctions against countries which do not prevent arms trafficking, by arranging arms transfers especially to governments under international arms embargoes,

Emphasizing that at least one million small arms and light weapons are stolen or lost every year worldwide and thousands of people die every year from injuries caused by these weapons,

Convinced that the producers and manufactures of small arms and light weapons are the developed countries which at the same time complain about the endangered situation and the problems because of the possession und proliferation of small arms and light weapons,

Conscious of  the fact that poverty in Africa fuel the illicit sale of small arms which is generating income for underprivileged people,

Deploring  that the widespread availability of small arms and light weapons has contributed to a lot of violations of international humanitarian law and human rights. Besides it contributes to the development of the privileged deployment of child soldiers and to the development of a culture of violence that has destroyed the social fabric of many countries in Africa,

Recalling that arms brokering activities in Africa have contributed to the widespread illicit trade in small arms due to not distinguishing between illegitimate and legitimate arms brokering activities,  

Deeply disturbe, that illicit trafficking with small arms and light weapons constitutes a serious challenge that endangers international security and stability.

1. Recommends all nations to support the African Nations, which have problems with controlling the possession, trafficking and the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, in


a) Developing a draft which controls the proliferation and misuse of small arms and light 

                weapons and decreases the illegal trade with it


b) Offering military support which helps 1.) controlling the trafficking

                                                                              2.) catch the culprits who infringe against the           

                                                                                   gun-control law; 

2. Directs all nations to help founding an international organisation which controls the selling, the producing and the trafficking of small arms and light weapons;

3. Urges all nations to implement harder punishment for people who contravene the gun-control law which make an offence against the gun laws much harder and support the introduction of more international gun-control law which makes an international punishment much easier;

4. Calls upon each member state to support the establishment of an international data base which includes 

a)  the culprits who already contravene the gun-control laws

            b)  the areas which are very conspicuous and problematic 

that makes it much easier to prosecute the criminals, to clear up and to avoid crimes;

5. Strongly suggests, that it is necessary to better enforce the sanctions for countries under arms embargo in order to guarantee the effectiveness of the sanctions;

6. Declares that tackling the illicit spread of small arms can only be achieved if we could stimulate the economies of African countries and eliminate the unemployment problem;

7. Further reminds that disarming the civilians only make them more vulnerable and defenceless unless the supply of warlords are being blockaded;

8. Encourages all nations to punish not only the directly involved criminals who contravene the gun-control laws but also take actions against arms brokers, channels, networks, companies and other people who support and benefit from arms trafficking; 

9. Urges all nations to support founding an organisation which helps


a) People who suffer from psychosocial traumas caused by small arms violence


b) People who are threatened because they want to get out of criminal organisations which 
    trade in small arms and light weapons and develop a witness protection program for  

                these;

10. Strongly suggests all Member States of the United Nations to “put tackling small arms and light weapons trafficking” issue higher on their agenda; 

11. Commends each member state for cooperation on this subject and to exchange experiences that the problem of possession and proliferation of small arms and light weapons in the African countries can be reduced most effectively and fast.

