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The Economic and Social Council,
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	Deeply concerned by the growing global food crisis, which has resulted in an 83% increase in food prices since 2005,

Bearing in mind that high prices increase malnutrition, resulting in stunted mental and

physical growth, an already underlying cause of death for over 3.5 million children a year,

Noting further the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) estimate of 932 million undernourished people in 2007,

Stressing the prospective world population of nine billion, where the population and demand increase will drive prices up alarmingly unless matched by increases in supply,

Considering that factors which have contributed to the food crisis include: increase oil prices, falling food stockpiles, structural changes in the world economy, growing consumer demand in emerging market economies, agricultural price supports and subsidies in developed nations, commodity market speculation and climate change, 

Taking note  of the efforts made by non-governmental organisations and the U.N. World

Food Program (WFP), fighting global famine by:

a) Helping people build assets that benefit them directly

b) Promoting the self-reliance of poor people and communities,

Welcoming the research programs of FAO and WFP aimed at identifying the underlying 

reasons for the price increase and to address the existing food crisis, 

Alarmed by the apparent relationship between the food and financial crisis resulting, for 

example, in significant financial speculation with food products.

1) Requests that member states and the European Union invest in regulatory scientific solutions that can tackle the adverse effects on food productions, by encouraging:


a) Local governments to subsidize biotechnology and relevant institutions that will increase the productivity of agricultural crops, 

b) Innovative technology, including biotechnology, expand research and promote

science-based regulations;

2) Authorizes research institutions of  members states, possibly through government funded 

programs, to develop new varieties of crops and technologies which will help crops to adapt to changing climatic conditions;

3) Recommends private sectors and large agricultural corporations to urgently invest in commercial agriculture by building large high-productivity farms in areas where land is underused. Large commercial organizations provide:

a) Growth, through a secular rise in the productivity,

b) Production efficiency, through the use of advanced technology such as hybrid seeds, fertilizers and pesticides;

4) Expecting the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to lift existing restrictions on 

re-exportation of food products which are otherwise used inefficiently;

5) Recommends the World Bank and other relevant financial institutions and international 

organizations to consider the possibility of providing low-interest micro credits to farmers in 

developing countries to be used for specific and coordinated food targets;

6) Requests funding of FAO and other international research organizations

by providing:

a) Training programs, and know-how advice, with the help of local governments and private donors, to assist inexperienced smallholder farmers with up to date information in fertilizer application, soil management and rain water harvesting to optimize their productivity,

b) Aid in the installation of effective irrigation for crops;

7) Further Requests FAO and WFP to increase their programs of technical assistance and training to developing countries;

8) Urges all Governments to allocate sufficient resources for the research and other related 

programs of specialized organizations, particularly the FAO, addressing the world food 

crisis;

9) Strongly urges regional and local government to have a balanced approach in ensuring sustainable food production against the use of land and crops for bio fuel production; 

10) Urges the WTO to abolish export subsidies from developed nations, which undercut domestic producers who cannot compete with the depressed prices;

11) Requests the Secretary General to report at the next session of ECOSOC on the

implementation of the present resolution;




