Forum: Mediterranean Conference
Question of: Combating pollution in the Mediterranean Sea, with a special focus on its negative impact on wildlife.
Alarmed by the fact that the extent of pollution in the Mediterranean Area caused by coastal land development and increased waste discharges into the sea is increasingly taking its toll not only on the landscape but on both the land and marine wildlife too;

Keeping in mind that the Mediterranean Region is home to many endemic species and its coastal marine area shelters a great wealth of ecosystems;

Aware of a developing crisis in the Mediterranean, which has produced an increased political will to tackle environmental problems and to ensure economic and social stability and sustainability;

Affirming the participation of many Mediterranean countries to the National Environmental Action Plans and the ratification of the Barcelona Convention, proof of their goodwill to move forward;

Confident in practical action by all the Mediterranean countries to reach an important but also necessary goal, which regards directly the regional but also global environment by the implementation of all the necessary restrictive measures to eliminate sea pollution from land-based sources in the Mediterranean and to reduce the emissions of persistent organic pollutants (POP);

Deeply regretting that over 80% of marine pollution comes from land-based activities and that most of the waste we produce on land eventually reaches the oceans, either through deliberate dumping or from run-off through drains and rivers. This includes: oil, fertilizers, solid garbage, sewage and toxic chemicals;

1. Encourages the elimination of pollution caused by damaged oil ships through the creation of a local conference made of supervising engineers, after having divided the Mediterranean territories into areas.  The above mentioned engineers will:

a) draw up a list of oil companies which have their docks in their respective areas,

b) visit docks to ensure that oil ships are in proper conditions,

c) issue a document that certifies the good conditions of the ship,

d) if the ship has been judged to be unfit for travel, engineers should consult with the company, in order to assist in determining whether and how to repair the ship.

2. Urges the formation of:

a) independent research groups that will work with Mediterranean bordering countries, that will:

i. Monitor pollution levels in the Mediterranean sea:

ii. Keep active tabs on all species in and around the region and identify endangered species;

iii. Suggest suitable reserved habitats for all endangered species;

b) An international committee consisting of pollution experts under the auspices of the United Nations Environment (UNEP) called the United Nations Committee for the Preservation of the Mediterranean Sea (UNCPMS), which will:

i. Also include international lawyers and journalists to broaden the credibility and authority of the UNCPMS;

II. Work alongside the above mentioned independent research groups in reaching set goals.

3.
Requests the improvement of the marine monitoring system to combat violations against the Barcelona Convention, such as illegal shipping practices including refueling and tank cleaning practices by

a) better technical and legal cooperation through programs such as Med Pol and MCSD

b) the supply of more monitoring means such as planes especially

c) better information exchange between the bordering Mediterranean countries by:

i) annual bilateral meetings, which will be held between the countries’ related ministries.

ii) Sharing their data which will increase the communication between the bordering countries,

iii) Conducting major public awareness campaigns together.
 4. Proposes to create a new supervisory organization which: 

a) will have headquarters in the member states,

b) will organize summits in members to,

I. raise public awareness for the issue,

II. indicate the negative effects of sea contamination,

c) will adopt the purposes of:

I. supervising the effects of pollution in Mediterranean sea for the Mediterranean countries,

II. tailoring the regional environment projects on the issue pollution for the Mediterranean countries,

d) May be established by the academics of the member states:

I. To elaborate the effects of pollution in the provinces,

II. To propose new projects for the governments.

5. Urges to stop the pollution by factories and tanks by giving a sponsorship:

a) Organizations like Ramsa, Vasco, Oceanides, Gaianet and Cleopatra which fight against the illegal oil spills using satellite systems that detect the emission of oil in the sea and alarm the local forces,

b) The factories to install systems, which will reduce the water pollution,

c) The engineer research projects in security systems that can be installed on tanks and in factories in order to reduce the illegal oil spills and the factory pollution,

d) Laboratories which research in hydrocarbon detecting methods.

6. Strongly invites General Fisheries commission for the Mediterranean to better its:

a) regional projects that:

I) reinforce scientific cooperation and data base among the scientific institutions about fishing activity,

II) provide sustainable development for the fishing activity,

b) “Port Control” project which is prepared for the prohibition of the illegal underreported and unreported fishing in some Mediterranean ports especially in the Marine Protected Areas by:

I) an international blacklist for vessels,

II) reports to the vessels home country,

III) denial of port access.

7. Calls for a more appropriate and effective legal-system in the Mediterranean countries with a special focus on preventing and combating the industries which, both legally and illegally, contribute to the polluting of our sea.  

a) The legal system should consist of specialist environmental court that could have the power to:

i) charge heavy fines upon offenders,

ii) impose sanctions upon offenders.

8. Requests the creation of a sub-branch of Greenpeace whose duty is to protect every kind of flora and fauna threatened by the constant pollution in the Med Area.

9. Calls for:

a. All Mediterranean countries to assess the impact on pollution when granting planning permission for all new coastal buildings such as hotels and restaurants,

b. All Mediterranean countries to review the way in which all sewage is treated and to what extent it conforms to international standard,

c. More wildlife protection schemes and greater government funding for such schemes in the Mediterranean sea,

d. A detailed survey into the extent upon which pollution has affected marine wildlife in the Mediterranean sea so further follow up actions could be implemented as necessary,

i. The survey to be complete and results from this survey to be published and be made publicly available with one year.

10. Recommends the reduction of pollution caused by urban wastes:
a. asking the town halls to control and repair urban waterworks (starting from big cities)

b. building proper water works, where new settlements rise, with the consulting and support of civil engineering.

11. Urges nations within the Mediterranean Sea’s watershed to promote soil conservation and sustainable farming practices to reduce run off that can:
a. Negatively affect the ecosystem 

b. Pollute the Mediterranean Sea with nitrate. 

