COMMITTEE: THE SPECIAL CONFERENCE ON BIODIVERSITY

QUESTION OF: ENHANCING THE RESEARCH ON PRODUCING MEDICINE FROM NATURAL RESOURCES

DELEGATION: THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA

Defining “medicine” as an art of healing and the compound of “medicine” as any substance used to prevent, cure, diagnose a disease and the word “drug” itself comes from the Dutch word “drug” meaning dried plant,
Reminding that 25% of modern drugs used in the United States of America are derived from plants, natural resources,

Bearing in mind two thirds of the plants all around the world, at least 35.000 species, have at least one medicinal value but not every one of them are precisely experimented in order to detect these values, 

Recognizing the fact that 400 medicinal plants are under the danger of extinction from over collection or deforestation and this situation threatens the discoveries of future cures for diseases, 
Observing that one of the systems of alternative medicine is herbals and it refers to a traditional medicine practice based on plants, plant extracts, minerals, shells and sometimes animal parts,

Pointing out U.S. National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine’s clinical trials into the effectiveness of herbal medicine, 

Noting that according to World Health Organization’s latest declaration, 80% of the world’s population uses herbal medicines in order to prevent side effects and have primary health care, 

Affirming that a medical herbalist has the capability of prescribing some herbal medicines not actually legal however this regulation is covered by Schedule III of the Medicines Act,

Congratulating that at least 5 billion people benefit from herbal medicines, 
1.
Proposes that the medicine produced after enhancing the research on production of medicine from natural resources is called “natural medicine” due to:

a)
Avoid complexion of terms herbal, complementary medicine,

b)
Have created a new term as a result of the enhancement of production of medicine from natural resources,


c)
Emphasize the enhancement’s actual aim, being natural;
2.
Urges every state to adduce an adherence to the plan of enhancing the research to create natural medicines in order to:
a)
Compensate the lack of medicinal compounds in the Least Developed Countries (LDP) created by:


i.
Severe poverty,



ii.
Synthetic medicines’ costly inconveniences,



iii.
Contagious and common diseases, 

b)
Degrade the observable side effects of synthetic medicines, 

c)
Obtain an alternative medicinal compound which will:


i.
Be used to prevent future paucity of drugs, medicines,



ii.
Purvey an economical convenience for citizens,

iii.
Be embraced and used as an alternative way of therapy by adhering                        states,

iv.
Purvey both an economical and technical convenience for pharmaceutical companies, producing only synthetic drugs,


d)
Upgrade, invigorate participating state’s agricultural business, commerce,
e)
Be able to prevent future diseases by finding alternative treatments, medicinal and therapeutic values of plants, herbs, species within the biodiversity,

f)
Be able to classify alternative and natural medicines due to the progress in researches;
3.
Suggests that an executive body under World Health Organization’s authority is established to be called United Nations Research on Natural Medicine (UNRNM), in order to:
a)
Process sub-research programs under the authentication of the executive body and WHO including such topics but not limited to:


i.
Classification of alternative medicines,



ii.
Best environment for medicinal plants’, herbs’ seeds to be planted,



iii.
Integration of medicinal natural compounds as nourishment,



iv.
Further quality control methods for natural medicines,



v.
Ways to prevent the extinction of medicinal plants, herbs etc.,

b)
Have WHO’s, International Monetary Fund’s (IMF), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) and World Bank’s financial assistance to execute the researches duly, 

c)
 Have the capability to establish research programs affiliated by the United Nation Research on Natural Medicine within the borders of states to obtain a more sufficient result from the enhanced researches to:
i)
Determine what herbs, plants etc. are commonly used within the area of the research center of the state,

ii)
Have local, limited researches on the side effects of the herbs probable of being used to compose drugs, 

iii)
Have experiments to enhance the pharmaceutical attributions of existing herbal, natural medicines used by the local citizens, 

iv)
Have experiments to determine undetermined side effects of synthetic medicines’ used commonly by the local citizens and improve their pharmaceutical attributions with the use of natural resources,
v)
Arrange local conferences to encourage the usage of herbal, natural medicines within the borders of the state,
d)
Be authenticated to have industrial treaties with pharmacies, drugstores within states to industrialize the result of the researches as natural medicines to:
i)
Purvey habitants natural medicines composed as a result of the researches in the most convenient way,

ii)
Reduce the side effects of synthetic drugs which are more commonly preferred by habitants by increasing the popularity and tenancy of natural medicines;
4.
Recommends National Center for Health Statistics to prepare a new international survey in order to determine which natural medicines are more commonly used and for what purpose;
5.
 Asks member states to take a strong interest in the researches ongoing within their own UNRNM centers and publish monthly reports to inform the citizens about the advancements of the researches, experiments;
6.
Urges that a NGO called United Nations Education on Alternative Medicine with the assistance of WHO, United Nations Research on Natural Medicine, UNESCO to:

a)
Raise the awareness on the production of medicine from natural resources by:
i)
Informing the citizens about side effects, medicinal values of herbs, plants, animal products, fungi’s that compose herbal, natural medicines,

ii)
Have educative programs arranged for citizens about alternative medicine including systems like Ayurveda, Naturopathy, Herbals mostly concerning the production of natural medicines, 


b)
To increase the demand on natural medicines,

c)
Encourage citizens to give countenance to researches that are being enhanced within their states and all over the world,

d)
Inform citizens about the economical contrast between synthetic and natural medicines, 

e)
Raise the awareness on the matter of the lack of medicine in Least Developed Countries due to synthetic medicines being overpriced for their mutual income level;
7.
 Invites member states to work cooperatively with United Nations Research on Natural Medicine, UNESCO, and International Fund for Agricultural Development and United Nations Foundation to constitute a new agricultural program which will:
a)
Lead to a great convenience when the results of the researches are concise and the herbs, plants necessary to compose natural medicines are determined,


b)
Get access to the seeds that are ought to be planted from:


i.
State’s own ministry authenticated on agriculture,

ii.
The most common plants, herbs that exist within the borders of the state, ready to initiate the program,
c)
Transport the crops of the herbs, plants to the centers of UNRNM within their states by:


i.
Determining the most convenient access to the center, 

ii.
Assigning transportation vehicles supplied by United Nations Foundation and IFAD,
d)
Have authorized scientist from UNRNM, TEMA and UNESCO to investigate the planting of the seeds by:


i.
Reporting the center weekly,



ii.
Having the authority to abort planting if there’s an emergency,



iii.
Observing the development of the plants,
e)
Not undertake the responsibility if the plants are annihilated, impossible to derive natural medicines from;
8.
Requests every assigned member state to arrange an industrial treaty, to encourage future researches on production of medicine from natural compounds, that will undergo a process by WHO, according to their national laws, obligations including such terms but not limited to:
a)
The natural medicine’s selling price will be its actual cost, without any profits determined by:


i.
UNRNM,



ii.
The mutual cost of planting,



iii.
The expense of all researches under the authentication of UNRNM, 



iv.
The cost of the seeds,



v.
the cost of laborites work necessary for the medicine to be composed,
b)
There will be informative posters at pharmacies and any other stores that are authorized to sell the natural medicine,
c)
There will be no hard selling of synthetic medicines when the customer prefers to buy the natural medicine and there will be concerted punishments for the irresponsibility of the cashier, salesperson etc.,

d)
Every pharmacy, store authorized to sell the product will publish a monthly report to be sent to the centers of UNRNM including such information’s but not limited to:


i.
The quantity of natural medicines sold, 



ii.
The quantity of synthetic medicines sold,

iii.
Any complaints that reached that pharmacy, store about the side effects or any other medicinal values about the natural medicine,
e)
The natural medicine will be repealed under such circumstances but not limited to:
i.
Any complaints about severe side effects not mentioned by the responsible pharmaceutical company,

ii.
Any treatment delays, delinquencies not mentioned by the responsible pharmaceutical company;
9.
Decides to remain seized on the matter until the necessary enhancement is obtained.
