FORUM: Special Conference on Biodiversity
QUESTION OF: Evaluating the progress of implementing the principles stated in the Convention on Biological Diversity (1992)

MAIN- SUBMITTER: Czech Republic

CO-SUBMITTERS: Italy 
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	Recalling the Convention on Biological Diversity, which was ratified by one hundred and eighty-eight States and one regional economic integration organization, and the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

Confirming that the measures the United Nations, the United Nations Environment Pogram, the United Nations Convention on Biodiversity are taking, in their attempts to preserve biodiversity are necessary to combat any impending threat to the world,
Recalling the 2010 biodiversity target, and is deeply concerned that an unprecedented effort is needed in order to achieve this target,

Conscious of the several countries that have not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Member States who have not signed the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety,

Recognizing that less economically developed countries require significant amount of biodiversity for efficient development, 

Alarmed by the high rate of loss of biodiversity, and is concerned by the economic, social and environmental consequences if the rate does not decrease significantly, 


Concerned by the lack of effective education to raise public awareness about the dangers of the loss of biodiversity and for the achievement of the three main principles of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 2010 biodiversity target, 

1. 
Urges all Member States to establish national committees which will keep a record of all the actions performed by the State that help to significantly reduce the loss of biodiversity, and which will submit this report to the United Nations for evaluation; 

2. 
Emphasizes that the establishment of these national committees should be a priority in each State, and expects all States to complete this task by the 1st of september 2009;
3. 
Strongly urges that these national committees fully concentrate on fulfilling the 2010 biodiversity target, and suggests a penalty in the form of economic sanctions to those States which do not show sufficient efforts in achieving the target; 

4. Suggests that the severity of the economic sanctions should be based on the following factors:

a. The wealth of the State, 

b. The capability of the State in reducing the loss of biodiversity, 

c. The cost and the success rate of the actions taken by the State;

5. Requests all national committees to focus on the 2010 biodiversity target, but also enforce the principles stated during the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety;

6. Further requests that these national committees supervise the process of educating the people of the state about the importance of biological diversity and about the possible consequences if the rate of loss of biodiversity is not significantly reduced, by:

a. Lectures at:


i. Universities,


ii. Colleges,


iii. Schools,


iv. Public locations;

7. Expects the first report to be submitted to the UN for evaluation by the 31st of december 2009;

8. Invites all Member States which have not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention on Biological Diversity to do so;

9. Strongly encourages all States which have not yet ratified or acceded to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to do so;

10. 
Asks that a meeting of all member states be held in April 2010 to ratify the economic sanctions placed upon States and to discuss further aims regarding the reduction of loss of biodiversity;

11. 
Encourages the more economically developed countries to donate 2% of their total military funds on supporting the committees of the less economically developed countries in order to fulfill their main goals regarding biodiversity;

12. 
Proposes an annual conference to be held among less developed countries of the Member States to discuss the progress of the committees in assuring sustainable development while preserving biodiversity;


