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FORUM: Humanitarian and Social Committee

QUESTION OF: Promoting Multilingualism and Preserving Linguistic Diversity 

SUBMITTED BY: China
CO-SUBMITTED BY: Malta, Cyprus, Albania, Lithuania, Macedonia, Japan, Italy, Azerbaijan, Hungary, Czech Republic, Moldova, Cambodia, Pakistan, Saint Lucia, Germany, Barbados, Estonia, Slovakia, Kazakhstan, Bulgaria, Serbia, Venezuela, Belgium, Benin, Chad, Cape Verde, Madagascar, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Poland, Slovenia
The General Assembly,

Acknowledging that member states have political and administrative rights and powers, and are key factors, playing leading roles before non-governmental organisations and communities themselves,

Recognizing the importance of preserving linguistic diversity in order to protect and preserve global cultural heritage,

Also recognizing that multilingualism as a means of cultural and national identity contributes to richer international communication as well as to the world's cultural heritage, thus ensuring it remains a lively mix of a variety of different cultures and identities,

Fully aware that mother tongues are badges of cultural heritage and must be preserved for diversity of languages as well as cultures and social lives,

Noting again that creating a multilingual society must be to maximise the benefits of diversity and minimise its negative aspects,
Convinced that multilingualism, through creating awareness of national and other identities, positively contributes to mutual understanding, business issues and integration,

Stressing the importance of multilingualism and international dialogue in particular, as an aspect that contributes to the cultural, but also to the economical development,

Recalling the Charter of the United Nations, Chapter I, Article I, in which is stated that human rights and fundamental freedom should be promoted and encouraged for all, with no distinction considering race, sex, language or religion,

Also recalling its previous resolutions 61/266 of 8 June 2007 on the question of multilingualism, and 47/135 of 18 December 1992, concerning the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, especially article 27 of the Declaration, in which is stated that rights of persons belonging to ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities should be preserved and protected,

Reminding that the United Nations already function as an example of multilingualism,  thus representing a well-functioning variety of cultures,

Fully believing that the United Nations should enhance their language policy to engage cultural and national identity, in particular through more strict observance considering resolutions and rules creating language arrangements for the various bodies and organs of the United Nations,

Emphasizing that both international and national governments and organizations should be addressed in order to promote linguistic diversity, as it is a matter of international interest concerning global communication and cultural heritage, as well as a national issue that is of topical interest for every country in order to preserve its national cultural identity,

1. Strongly urges member states and related non-governmental organisations in order to preserve linguistic diversity that the consideration concerning multilingualism must be focused on such as listed below:

a. Regional and Social Involvement, such as but not limited to multilingualism forums,
b. Better Linguistic Integration,

c. Intergenerational Solidarity,

d. Interdisciplinary;

2. Confirms and urges member states to bear the responsibility for the preservation and promotion of linguistic diversity by the following means:

a. Providing affordable, available and attainable official language courses for citizens, immigrants and migrants by such means:

i. Members states should exempt immigrants and migrants from the cost of courses and be responsible for their learning,

ii. Affordable, available and attainable language courses within member states should be carried out by member states and be open to citizens of any age;
b. Providing affordable, available and attainable foreign and co-official languages courses for citizens, immigrants and migrants by the following means:

i. Member states should exempt immigrants and migrants from the cost of courses who are in need of learning a commonly known foreign, or co-official language and be responsible for their learning,

ii. Affordable, available and attainable language courses within member states should be carried out by member states and be open to citizens of any age;
c. Raising public awareness about linguistic diversity, multilingualism in order to stress the importance of learning multiple languages, and the diversity of languages and it’s relation with other cultures,

d. Encouraging immigrants and migrants to preserve their mother-tongue and raising awareness that they have rights to keep their mother-tongues as badges of their cultures as well as urging them to learn regional and common languages with affordable, available and attainable language courses,

e. Providing foreign languages courses at early age for children and supporting with alternative ways of learning, such as:

i. Multimedia,

ii. Media Transmissions available in different languages and subtitles for promoting familiarity with languages such as:

1. Films,

2. TV programmes,

3. News,

4. Documentaries,

5. Cartoons and any other possible means,

iii. Songs and video games of possible means according to the age of children taking the course,

iv. Social activities,
1. Educating, acquainting and entertaining contests such as, knowledge contest, science fair,

2. Sports, cultural festivals throughout international and interregional content;

f. Improving the progress of multilingualism by motivating and acquainting the children in kindergarten within their kindergartens,

g. Monitoring the advancement in multilingualism to act, react and plan in regional and interregional contents for regulating in order to improve multilingualism and preserve linguistic diversity,

h. Monitoring existing languages on a regular principal to react when there is a decrease of speakers in order to preserve linguistic diversity;

3. Encourages member states to enforce multinational companies to implement a requirement for all personnel working in such companies to acquire an active and passive knowledge of regional and local languages within the region they operate in, as well as a commonly known primary language throughout the company and business world;

4.  Further encourages member states to actively promote multilingualism as a means of strengthening social cohesion, intercultural dialogue, integration and business issues, on the level of their competence and ability to address their target group, through:

a. Increasing awareness among its citizens considering the importance and benefits of linguistic diversity, especially among young people who are learning one or more foreign language(s) at an initial stage,

b. Providing adequate language education in foreign languages for its inhabitants and stimulating them to participate in learning languages,

c. Creating an opportunity for migrants to learn the country’s language, at the same time respecting the mother tongue of migrants.
5. Calls for an incentive to promote multilingualism, supervised by UNESCO

a. Via raising awareness of languages that are in danger of extinction,

i. By drawing the attention of visitors of their website to this issue,

ii. Through also emphasizing when speaking in public, such as debate and interview, the necessity of protecting these languages,

iii. By paying a substantial amount of attention to threatened languages in other media that are available to them, namely UNESCO publications and their magazine, the UNESCO Courier,

b. Through the worldwide promotion of the benefits and importance of linguistic diversity and the ability to communicate in multiple languages, with the use of the devices mentioned in sub-clause a),

c. By stimulating other global organizations to promote multilingualism via semi-official, personal communication.
