Forum: Social Humanitarian and Cultural Committee 

Question Of: The issue of combating the illicit trade of human organs  

Submitter: The Czech Republic 

Noting with concern that human organs have become a commodity, being traded in an unfair and inequitable manner across the globe,

 Alarmed by the growth of a black market in human organs and body tissue for the purposes of transplantation, and by the involvement of organized criminal groups using violence, kidnapping and coercion as methods for obtaining organs,

 Deeply disturbed that trafficking in human organs and their treatment as a market product constitutes a grievous violation of human rights,

 Recalling UN General Assembly 59/156 of 3 February 2005 in which Member States      agreed to strengthen local, regional and international cooperation in effectively combating  and preventing trafficking in human organs, 
 Noting with regret the lack conclusive information regarding the subject matter,
 1. Urges Member States to reach agreement on definitions and legal standards to provide a framework for cooperation in the area of combating trafficking in human organs and body tissues; 

 2. Calls upon Member States to define and criminalize the trafficking in human organs and body tissue, and consider harsher punishments for offences:     

      a) Involving the offering, delivering or accepting of a child for the purpose of organ removal,

b) Instances where coercion and kidnapping are employed as methods to obtaining organs,

c) Cases resulting in death due to medical and sanitary negligence;
3. Urges Member States to establish central national agencies to investigate and prosecute offences involving trafficking in human organs and body tissues; 

4. Invites governments to coordinate efforts and share information in order to help dismantle organized criminal groups across borders;

5. Recommends the establishment of specialized, fully trained and capable enforcement units at a national level in order to effectively address this issue; 
6. Urges the United Nations to set up a unit within the secretariat to deal with victims of organ trade exploitation, including the:
a) Implementation of a witness protection programme in order to facilitate reporting and rehabilitation   
b) Provision of adequate medical and psychological post-operative care; 

7. Calls on Member States to raise awareness of the negative health consequences and deterioration in the quality of life of persons who have been exploited for the extraction of their organs among the general public, and in particular among economically deprived communities;

8. Encourages Member States to raise awareness and provide relevant training in this matter among the medical and paramedical professions, criminal investigators, prosecutors and judges;
9. Invites Member States to consider, bearing in mind cultural, religious and traditional social factors, the adoption of a presumed consent model in order to increase the availability of post – cadaveric organs for transplant purposes;

10. Urges relevant United Nations organizations, in particular the WHO and UNODC, to provide technical assistance in the areas of their expertise to Member States requiring assistance and encourages development partners to provide resources for the development of technical cooperation programmes;

11. Requests the Secretary General to report on the implementation of the present resolution at the next session of the Humanitarian and Cultural Committee. 
