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I. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
 
Migrant: The International Organization for Migration (IOM) defines a migrant as “any person who 

is moving or has moved across an international border or within a State away from his/her habitual 

place of residence, regardless of (1) the person’s legal status; (2) whether the movement is 

voluntary or involuntary; (3) what the causes for the movement are; or (4) what the length of the 

stay is”. 

 

Refugee: A person fleeing from their country due to armed conflicts, well-founded fear of 
persecutions or any violation of human rights and seeking safety in another country. Refugees are 
recognised and protected by the international law by the 1951 Geneva Convention, which scope was 
expanded with the 1967 Protocol and which defines what a refugee is, the social rights and any 

other kind of legal protection that must be guaranteed to them. 

 

Asylum seeker: A person asking for the right to be recognised as a refugee and receive assistance 
and protection in a country that is not their own, but whose request is yet to be granted. In order to 
be given asylum, one must demonstrate their impossibility to return to their home country. 

 

Irregular immigration: Migration that takes place outside of the laws of the sending, transit and 
receiving countries. Even though irregularity comprehends cases such as someone leaving a country 
without a valid passport, the term “irregular migration” is mainly used when referring to smuggling 
of migrants or human trafficking. 

Smuggling of migrants: "Procurement, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other 

GeMUN 2018 
 

Social, cultural and Humanitarian Committee, GA (SOCHUM) 

Topic 1: Promoting cooperation between countries on the topic 

of migration and human trafficking 

Research Report by Maria José Brialdi 



 

material benefit, of the illegal entry of a person into a State Party of which the person is not a 
national or a permanent resident." (Article 3, Smuggling of Migrants Protocol). 

 

Human trafficking : Article 3, paragraph (a) of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 

Trafficking in Persons defines Trafficking in Persons as “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 

harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, 

of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the 

giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over 

another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the 

exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or 

services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.” 

 

Schengen Area: An area comprising 26 European states that have officially abolished passport and 
all other types of border control at their mutual borders. The area mostly functions as a single 
country for international travel purposes, with a common visa policy. The area is named after the 
1985 Schengen Agreement. 
 

II. INTRODUCTION 
 

Human migration has existed since the very beginning of history – people move for various reasons, 

including the search of a better social or economic situation, or, for example, fleeing from conflicts 

and persecutions 

During the last few decades, however, the world has witnessed a major increase of such 

phenomenon, mainly due to the further growth of differences between the living standards of the 

wealthy and of the poor, which globalization enforced; this caused the social structure of both 

sending and receiving countries to face big changes. Subsequently, migration became a topic of 

great importance in international politics, especially during 2016 and 2017, and whose many aspects 

led governments to defend different and sometimes opposite positions 

Moreover, migrants, as individuals temporarily deprived of a country, are particularly vulnerable to 

abuses and violence. They are often victims of smuggling and human trafficking, and find 

themselves without any kind of protection or assistance. Such situations lead to the experiencing of 

endless and dangerous journeys by foot or squeezed into airless containers, crossing the sea on 

dysfunctional boats or being tortured and forced to accept inhumane conditions in order to get the 

chance to leave 

As migration became a first world issue, mainly because of the great number of people moving, in 

order to guarantee efficient migration management governments  need to cooperate with each 

other to deal with this phenomenon and its consequences. 

 

 

 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CTOC/index_old.html#_blank


 

III. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Number of international migrants by 1990 

Number of international migrants by 2017 
 ■10 million or over 

■5 million to less than 10 million 

■2.5 million to less than 5 million 

■1 million to less than 2.5  

■500,000 to less than 1 million 

■100,000 to less than 500,000 

■Less than 100,000 

■No data  



 

History of the topic 

After the events of the Second World War, an estimated 11 million people found themselves 

displaced, therefore, to help European governments manage this situation, in 1951 the Provisional 

Intergovernmental Committee for the Movement of Migrants from Europe (PICMME) was created. 

Almost four decades later, in 1989, the organization was renamed and became the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM). 

Some of the biggest migration flows that interested the world after WWII were: 

 the resettlement of Hungarian refugees after the suppression of the October 1956's uprising: 
an estimated number of 200.000 Hungarians fled to Austria and Yugoslavia; within three 
years, however, nearly 180.000 refugees were resettled in 37 countries, in one of the most 
clear demonstrations of the efficiency of international cooperation; 

 the Tibetan Diaspora: following the 14th Dalai Lama's escape in 1959, Tibet faced the first 
stage of the Diaspora, the second being during the 1980s and the third starting in 1996 and 
continuing today; 

 Chinese people fleeing the violence of the Cultural Revolution during the 1960s; 

 the first African refugee's crisis, following the continent's decolonization during the 1960s; 

 the flow of 300.000 Czechoslovakians after the imposition of Soviet control with Prague 
Spring in years 1968-69; 

 the forced migration of over 1 million Chileans caused by the 1973's successful military coup 
led by Augusto Pinochet in Chile, that was followed by many years of military dictatorship; 

 the entry in India of around 10 million East Bengali Hindu refugees escaping mass killings and 
rapes during the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971. 

 from 1975 south Asia witnessed a major outflow of people from the former French colonies 
of Indochina due to the establishment of several communist governments: this is better 
known as the “Indochina refugee crisis” and involved more than 3 million people, hundreds 
of thousands of which died in the attempt of fleeing; 

 on 2 August 1990 Kuwait was invaded by Iraq, which resulted in an Iraqi occupation of the 
state that lasted seven months: this caused thousands of hundreds of people to flee from 
Kuwait and Iraq. At the beginning of September, over 600.000 people had already escaped to 
Jordan; 

  the flow of an estimated number between 200.000 and 300.000 refugees caused by the 
terror campaign in East Timor in 1999; 

 the migration or displacement of round 1 million Kosovars that followed the 1998-99 Kosovo 
War; 

 an estimated 100 million people found themselves homeless and displaced after the 2004 
Indian Ocean earthquake; 

 the migration of Haitian people mainly towards the US caused by the earthquake in 2010; 

 the huge refugee flow caused by the civil war in Syria: since its outbreak in 2011, an 
estimated 11 million people had fled their home to seek safety mainly in the European 
Union; 

Nowadays, the most relevant migration flows interest Mexico and USA and North Africa and Europe, 

also because of the data on irregular migration.  

Subsequently, most of the groundbreaking political decisions regarding migrants were taken within 

these areas. 



 

 

 

Today's emergencies 

 since 2015 the people of Burundi are facing a humanitarian crisis that caused more than 
420.000 refugees; 

 because of the great violence that spread across the Central African Republic (CAR) since the 
coup d'état in March 2013, more than 1 million people had to leave their homes, becoming 
refugees or displaced inside the country; 

 due to multiple conflicts and a complicated humanitarian situation, today more than 5 
million people are refugees from or displaced inside the Democratic Republic of Congo; 

 since the start of 2014, around 5 million Iraqis have been forced to abandon their homes due 
to violence and conflicts; 

 in 2017, more than 3000 people drowned in the Mediterranean sea while trying to reach 
Europe;  

           in Myanmar the persecution of Rohingya people, a stateless Muslim minority 

 caused several exodus, the latest being in August 2017 and involving more than 600.000 
people; 

 over 2 million people are displaced in Nigeria due to disorders caused by the Boko Haram 
insurgency; 

 since its start in 2013 the conflict in South Sudan forced nearly 4 million people to leave their 
home, fleeing from violence and one of the biggest humanitarian crisis the world witnesses 
nowadays; 

 since the start in March 2015 of a devastating conflict in Yemen, one of the world's poorest 



 

countries, over 2 million people still cannot return to their homes;  

 up to December 2017 the situation in Syria does not seem to get better, the ongoing war 
represents still one of the worst crisis of the 21st century; 

 

Irregular migration and Human trafficking 

Bearing in mind that information regarding undocumented migrants and victims of human 

trafficking is difficult to obtain and often approximated for obvious reasons, back in 2010 the 

International Organization for Migration had estimated about 15% of the total number of migrants 

to lack regular documentation. To see the nexus between irregular migration and human trafficking 

is not that hard: undocumented people are simply more vulnerable, as they are not protected by 

the laws of any country; this situation leads to about 21 million people being trafficked for profit 

around the world today.  

On the one hand, it is crucial to remember the fundamental differences between smuggling and 

trafficking: people consent to be smuggled and it is a crime against a country, while human 

trafficking is simple exploitation for profit, there is no consent and it is a crime against an individual. 

On the other hand, these two crimes tend to overlap: with the recent increase of controls on 

borders that followed the growth of migration, undocumented migrants might find difficulties 

entering a foreign country; therefore, they are forced, or choose, as unaware of the consequences, 

to seek help to cross the borders in organized criminal groups. Migrant smugglers adopt different 

modus operandi that go from highly sophisticated visa-smuggling to low cost methods that often 

result in loss of lives. Smuggling is a highly attractive crime as it involves great and easy profit and 

low risks for the criminal. 

There are two key documents related to international cooperation on these issues and on the legal 

response to the crimes of smuggling and human trafficking: the two Protocols to the United Nations 

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. They are the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 

Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children and the Protocol against the 

Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, both adopted in 2000.  

 



 

 

 

IV. MAJOR COUNTRIES INVOLVED 
 

Net number of migrants per country:  

1   Lebanon 83.82 2014 est. 

2   Qatar 27.35 2014 est. 

3   Zimbabwe 21.78 2014 est. 

4   British Virgin Islands 17.69 2014 est. 

5   Jordan 17.22 2014 est. 

6   Libya 16.01 2014 est. 

7   Cayman Islands 14.71 2014 est. 

8   Singapore 14.55 2014 est. 

9   Bahrain 13.60 2014 est. 

10   United Arab Emirates 13.58 2014 est. 

11   Anguilla 12.43 2014 est. 

12 
  Turks and Caicos 

Islands 
12.23 2014 est. 

13   South Sudan 11.94 2014 est. 

14   Cyprus 9.89 2014 est. 

15   Aruba 9.04 2014 est. 



 

16   San Marino 8.31 2014 est. 

17   Luxembourg 7.97 2014 est. 

18   Norway 7.96 2014 est. 

19   Spain 7.24 2014 est. 

20   Isle of Man 6.84 2014 est. 

21   Sint Maarten 6.63 2013 est. 

22   Djibouti 6.06 2014 est. 

23   Australia 5.74 2014 est. 

24   Canada 5.66 2014 est. 

25   Sweden 5.46 2014 est. 

26    Switzerland 5.43 2014 est. 

27  Liechtenstein 4.72 2014 est. 

28   Botswana 4.62 2014 est. 

29   Italy 4.29 2014 est. 

30   Jersey 4.08 2014 est. 

 

Welcoming immigrants countries *(in no particular order) 

 Canada 

 France 

 United Kingdom 

 USA 

 Australia 

 United Arab Emirates 

 Germany 

 Saudi Arabia 

 Singapore  

 Norway 

 New Zealand 

 India 

 Sweden 

 Russia 

* in most of these countries the policy is changing or being criticized 

 
Countries with strict immigration policies (in no particular order): 

 Mexico 

 North Korea 

 Iran 

 Iraq 

 Austria 

 Japan 

 Denmark 

 Qatar 
 



 

Countries sheltering the most refugees (up to 2015): 

1. Turkey 

2. Pakistan 

3. Lebanon 

4. Iran 

5. Ethiopia 

6. Jordan 

7. Kenya 

8. Chad 

9. Uganda 

10.  China 

 

Major organizations involved 

 International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

 Human Rights Watch 

 Polaris Project 

 World Vision 

 Organization for Refuge, Asylum&Migration (ORAM) 

 United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

 

V. UN INVOLVEMENT 
 

In past and recent years the United Nations has always been highly concerned about the situation of 
migrants and victims of human trafficking, the two main UN related organizations who work in this 
field are the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 
 
Some of the most relevant plans adopted and actions taken were: 

 the Global Action to Prevent and Address Trafficking in Persons and the Smuggling of 
Migrants (GLO.ACT): it is a four-year (2015-2019), €11 million joint initiative by the European 
Union and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), implemented in 
partnership with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), that reaches thirteen countries across Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe 
and Latin America; 

 the UNODC's Smuggling of Migrants Knowledge Portal and Human Trafficking Knowledge 
Portal, two initiatives with the main purpose of disseminate information about these topics; 

  the daily work the 87% of the UNHRC staff does on the field in 130 countries around the 
world to ensure the application of the 1951 Refugee Convention; 

 the Global Migration Group: an association of major organizations (like FAO, UNICEF, UNEP, 
IOM) united in the purpose of promoting a global application of norms regarding migration; 

 on 19th September 2016 the General Assembly adopted a resolution concerning the New 



 

York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, recalled by another resolution entitled 
“Modalities for the intergovernmental negotiations of the global compact for safe, orderly 
and regular migration” on April 2017; 

 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted by the UN states, in Paragraph 23, 
states that “Those whose needs are reflected in the Agenda include all children, youth, 
persons with disabilities (of whom more than 80% live in poverty), people living with 
HIV/AIDS, older persons, indigenous peoples, refugees and internally displaced persons and 
migrants. We resolve to take further effective measures and actions, in conformity with 
international law, to remove obstacles and constraints, strengthen support and meet the 
special needs of people living in areas affected by complex humanitarian emergencies and in 
areas affected by terrorism.” 

 Because of a request of the General Assembly to the Secretary-General to promote and assist 
the efforts of States to become part of the United Nations Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime and the Protocols thereto, UNODC developed the Model Law against the 
Smuggling of Migrant, in particular to assist States in implementing the provisions contained 
in the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air. 

 Through a series of expert group meetings of law enforcers and prosecutors from around the 
world, UNODC, in cooperation with Interpol and Europol and with funding received from the 
European Union, has elaborated basic training modules on preventing and combating 
migrant smuggling.  

 through its Impact, Programme UNODC is supporting States in West and North Africa in 
implementing the Smuggling of Migrants Protocol and strengthening their criminal justice 
systems. 

 UNODC holds Training Workshops for Prosecutors on Investigating and Prosecuting Migrant 
Smuggling. 

 

VI. USEFUL LINKS   
 http://www.unhcr.org 

 https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/resolutions-and-conventio 

 https://www.iom.int 

 https://www.unodc.org 

 https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/canada-
role/timeline. 

 http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/resolutio
ns/index.sh 

 http://migrationdataportal.org 

 http://www.fmreview.org 

 http://www.ohchr.org 

 https://www.hrw.org/topic/migrants 
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