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1. Definition of key terms 

Gender Gap: the disparity between the way women and men are treated in society 

Equality in Education: the chance for everyone independently by their gender, ethnicity, 
religion, origin to start schooling 

2. Introduction 

Gender gap has always been a problem, not only in education but also in opportunities, 
chances, decision-making power, rights, working environments and wages.  Even though 
progress has been made in order to close it, there are some steps further that need to be 
taken. 

In order to measure the Gender Gap, there are more than 300 indicators and indexes that 
can be taken into consideration; such as Gender Development Index (which focuses on the 
disparity between men and women on health, knowledge and standards of comforts ),  
Gender Equity Index (classifies countries by their degree on gender inequity in education, 
participation and empowerment), Global Gender Gap Index ( published since 2006 in the 
Global Gender Gap Report which is based on the disadvantages of women in society) and 
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Social Institutions and Gender Index (studies the institutions that influence gender 
disparities). All of them and many others contribute in measuring the gender gap. 

3. Background information 

After the Reformation in Europe, religion helped give a sense of equality in education: group 
of Protestants started to underline the importance of the Bible for both males and females. 
Around the second half of the 18th century the Quakers (Society of Friends) in  England and 
in the British colonies founded school in which boys and girls could learn together. 
Nevertheless before the 19th century, single-sex schools were typical in all countries. The 
first boarding school to be co-educational was (and still exists nowadays) the Dollar 
Academy in Scotland(1818), while the first college which accepted women as well as men 
was the Oberlin Collegiate Institute in Ohio in 1833. Since then many schools have opened 
to both genders; even though there are still countries in which education is not equal. 

Here are some useful statistics: 

 

Figure 1: Gender parity index for primary enrolment, 2011-2016 



 

GeMUN 

Genoa Model United Nations 
Affiliated with 

 

 

Study Guide UNESCO Topic 1 3 

 

 

Figure 2: Global Gender Gap Report, 2017 

4. Major countries involved 

The major Countries who are successfully closing the gender gap are in Northern Europe: 
the Scandinavian Countries. Iceland, Finland and Norway are, according to the Global 
Gender Gap Index, on the top of the list. 

On the other hand, mostly African and Middle-East countries have their problematic closing 
the gender gap. But there are some exceptions: the state of Rwanda, for example, gets its 
4th place on the list of countries who are successfully closing the gender gap, followed by 
Sweden. 

Europe 

In May 2009 the European Commission established the ET2020 (Education and Training 
2020). It has six goals regarding equality in education and is a fundamental part of the 
Europe Agenda 2020. 

In 2015 the European Parliament approved a strategy in order to diminish the gender gap, 
affirming in fact that there still is detachment between boys and girls in education. 
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Africa 

Statistics show that the rate of girls beginning a schooling or their enrolment in primary or 
secondary schools is way lower than the percentage of boys. Furthermore the little 
presence of women in the educational field strengthen the gender gap. Despite this, Africa 
has made some significant changes between the Millennium Development Goals (1990) and 
the Sustainable Development Goals (2015): research show how the gender gap in primary 
school has thinned. 

Asia 

According to the UIS (UNESCO Institute for Statistics), equality in education has increased 
since 2000, although still many girls, particularly in rural areas, are illiterate and do not have 
the opportunity of starting schooling. 

America 

According to research America presents a variegate panorama: there are huge differences 
between South and North and even between bordering countries. The gender gap in the 
USA has widen since 2015 while in Latin America it has reduced. 

Australia 

In 1984 in Australia became operative the Sex Discrimination Act, which makes the gender 
gap against the law. Even though, there still is a disparity between males and females. 
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6. UN involvement 

The UN has a list of the so-called Sustainable Development Goals, which satisfy the needs of 
the present time, not jeopardizing the future generations to obtain their own necessities. 
The fourth Goal is to accomplish Quality Education, while the fifth is to achieve Gender 
Equality. The targets of the forth one are fixed by 2020 and 2030 and they focus on ensuring 
free access to schooling. 

Since 1975 the UN organises World Conference on Women: the first was held in Mexico 
while the fourth, and by now last, was held in Beijing. The Fourth Conference on Women: 
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Action for Equality, Development and Peace produced the Beijing Declaration and Platform 
for Action which is one of the most avant-garde projects ever introduced in favour of 
women’s right. 
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6. Useful Links 

http://uis.unesco.org/en/topic/gender-equality-education 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/girlseducation 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-
view/news/closing_gender_gap_in_education/ 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/10/closing-the-gender-gap-according-to-the-un 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/maps-and-graphics/mapped-the-best-and-worst-
countries-for-gender-equality/ 

https://data.unicef.org/topic/gender/gender-disparities-in-education/ 

http://beijing20.unwomen.org/en/about 

http://uis.unesco.org/en/topic/gender-equality-education
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/girlseducation
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/closing_gender_gap_in_education/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/closing_gender_gap_in_education/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/10/closing-the-gender-gap-according-to-the-un
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/maps-and-graphics/mapped-the-best-and-worst-countries-for-gender-equality/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/maps-and-graphics/mapped-the-best-and-worst-countries-for-gender-equality/
https://data.unicef.org/topic/gender/gender-disparities-in-education/
http://beijing20.unwomen.org/en/about

